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they were groundless1. He was utterly and absolutely wrong.
His mistake was inexcusable, because even in his day at least one
of the original sources, from which Faria y Sousa probably
drew his more accurate information, was available in print2.
Wrong as it was, however, Barbot's view seems to have been
generally accepted. One of the results was that at the beginning
of the nineteenth century, when the second viscount of San-
tarem produced his scholarly monograph on the discovery of
the West African coast3, his reference to a series of Castilian
voyages to Guinea between 1475 and 1479*, was in a small way
a revolutionary contribution to the study of the subject. San-
tarem's methods are now recognised as having been far more
thorough than those of his predecessors. He was one of the
pioneers of the modern scientific school of historians. More
recent investigations have generally substantiated his argu-
1 Barbot (Description, p. 162) writes as follows: 'Manuel de Faria y Sousa,
in his history, pretends that, contrary to these articles of peace, the Castilians,
in the year 1481, sent a fleet to trade on the coast of Guinea; whereupon,
King Alphonso of Portugal sent a squadron to obstruct them, under the
command of George Correa, who met with thirty ships of Castile on the
coast of Mina, and after a sharp engagement, obtain'd a compleat victory,
bringing several of them to Lisbon. But this seems to be a groundless nar-
rative of that author's, according to the usual vanity of those people, no
Spanish historian taking the least notice of any such action; besides, it
appears that the crowns of Castile and Portugal were that year 1481 in
perfect amity, and jointly fitting out all their maritime power against the
Turks; and King Alphonso died before the end of that year; besides, Azam-
buja's expedition, mentioned above that same year, contradicts this inven-
tion; so that there is not the least likelihood in that story. Nor do I find any
more in what the same author says, that in the year 1478, the Castilians sent
to the said coast a fleet of thirty-five sail, under the command of Peter de
Cobides, who brought a great quantity of gold into Spain; such fleets were
not at all usual in those days, and if any had been, other authors must have
made mention of them; we will therefore add no more of such romantick
relations, this being enough to give the reader a caution, not to be too hasty
in giving credit to vain-glorious writers/ Nothing could be less appropriate,
or more singularly unfortunate, than the concluding sentence in this passage.
Barbot evidently knew nothing whatever of Palencia's Chronicle of King
Henry IV of Castile, a work which at that time was still in MS.
2 DamiSo de Goes's Chronica do principe Dom Joam segundo do nome,
which contains an account of the expedition of Pedro de Cobides, was
published in Lisbon in 1567 (doc. 98).
3 Recherches sur la prioritd de la dtcouuerte des pays situh sur la edit occi-
dentals d*Afrique (1842).
4 Recherches, pp. 198-201.